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and this would have to be phased over a few years.
Repairs also have o be carried out o both the smtions
and alterations made to the wack at Horsted Kevnes to
make it more suitable for terminal working,

At Shetfield Park Station there has been established a
museum, which any visitor to the railway should not
miss, Any member of the public can become a member
of “The Bluebell Ratbway Preservation Society™, and
vou should enquire at the stations or write to the Mem-
bership secretary at Sheffield Pack Station, near Uckfield
Sussex

Thirteen trains are run in each direction on peak
summer Sundays and Bank Holideys; on other Sarurdays
and Sundavs nine. During the week, three or four,
the same number on week-dayvs and wineer Saturdays
and Sundays. A goods rrain will also operate as a
attraction on some peak weekends,
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The rmlway s operated by voluntary stafl recruited
from members of the Society, except for five full time
staff, a General Manager, three stafl to maintain the
locomatives, and one the track ; he used 1w carry out the
same job on the same length of rrock when British
Rail worked it. The drivers on the Bluebell line are
all skilled men, somec being retred, or ex-British
Rail. Track snd equipment are mamtained ar Ministry
of T'rmnsport standards, and are subject 1o 0 Ministry
inspection, like any other line,

Any visitor to the fine will soon realise what inspired
E. V. Lucus to write the following words, My heart
feaps up when 1 behold o single rmilway line, for then 1
know the countryside is almost wholly mune”.  And
thunks to the band of enthuosiasts 0 Sussex many
peaple will be able to enjoy the experience of o journey
by steam for many years to come.

167¢, in late 1970

It doesn’t  of the old Geared Roller Bearing

Among th nee
n"n e need me to tell you that these parts

with ‘Spanner’

are ideal for large-scale models of
the type in question and there
hasn't been anything to compare
with them smce the dwcontimuation

with the last War.,
Anyway, with the general interest
in hammerheads in mind, I am

taking the opportumity of {eaturing
hiere three readers’ models which

A Look at Hammerheads
ONG-STANDING (1 nearly
said ageing!l} Meccano model-
lers  will  remember  that  most
famous of all Meccano models—
the Criant Block-setting, or **hammer
head™ Crane which was featured in a
Super Model Leafler  published
before the lust World ‘E-':lr An
artist’s  impression of o simular
model was also illustrated on the
front covers of Instructions Manuals
und on the lids of Meceano Outfit
boxes for many years, with the
result that a Giant Hommerhead
came to signify the ultimate deeam of
the Meccano enthusiast. It was
the ambition of countless numbers of
modellers o eventually  collect
enough parts together o “build
the model on the cover™.
Unfortunately, the original Super
Model Leaflet has been out of print
now for 3 years and the cover
picture  was changed nearly 20
vears ago, but plenty of modellers
still carry their secret ambition with
them—so much so that  Leafler
Moo 7 in the current series of No. 10
Set Leaflets 1 among the most
requested instructional items avail-
able. This Leafler also leatures a
lurge Block-setting Crane, but one
which iz somewhat less complex
than the original item. In the past
vear or two, however, this already
high interest in hammerheads has
risen even more, the reason un-
doubtedly being the imtroduction
of the Large-toothed Quadrant,
Mo, 1674, and s driving Pinion,
Top, Mr. Stan Evans of Hehingion,
Wirral, ar work on his modified Na, 10
Diarfit hammerhesd crane,  Right, this
close-up view, looking into the under=-
side of the supporting iower, gives a
good idea of the initial drive sysiem

nnd the contral linkages included in
Mr, Evans' model.
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have come 1o my attention in recent
months. In my opinion they are
top-guality constructions and even
a glance at their photographs is
enough o explain wE_v.' such models
have arpused ambitions in Meccano
hearts for a0 long,.

Wirral Wonder

First in line i the wonderful
work of Mr. Stwn BEvans of Bebing-
ton, on the Wirral Peninsula in

Cheshire. As  can be  seen, |
have covered it in considerable
detail, this being  possible, not

because of favourtism, but simply
because Bebington 15 in striking
distance of the office.  We went to
pec it and were able to take the
accompanying  photographs  our-
selves, thus making things easier all

round. If the photographs are ours,
however, the following concise notes
are Mr. Evans' own work—and

SPRY LICRRE LER.

L
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A close=up view of one of the model's
“feer” showing the driven wheels.
Note the use of a straightencd-out
Formed Slotted Strip, overlaid by o
Fishplate, to obtain correct meshing
between the Worm and 1 ln, Gear,

I must say 1 couldn't
things better myself!

“The model”, savs Mr. Evans,
“iz based on the Block-setting Crane
festured in current Model Leaflet
Mo, 7, the pranciple differences
being in the method of drive an
control and in a more solid con-
struction. In the Leafler model,
all controls are located in the boom,
which clearly makes it rather swk-
ward o operate, so I located all
controls and drives in the supporting
TOWeET,

“The boom is mounted on ten
1 in, Flanged Wheels running
between two Flunged Rings, with the
new large-toothed OQuadrants sand-
wiched between them and another
Flanged Ring. The wheel carrier
is made up from eight 4 in. Curved
Strips arranged in a circle with a
diameter which clears the rings and
large-toothed Pinion shaft. The
stub axles are Threaded Pins fixed
by Angle Brackets as tightly os
poasible,

“Dirive o rotate the boom is taken
to the inside of the Quadrants by
Chain and Worm from the gearbox
below, drive being  engaged by
Dog Clutch. In the centre of the
tower 15 an 11§ in. Rod, mounted

have put

vertically, which centralises  the
boom and takes the drive 1w the
Trolley, Free wo rotate on  this

Rod is a Socker Coupling with 1 in,
Crears fixed at each end.  The lower
1 in. Gear meshes with another 1 in,
Gear driven from the Gearbox,
while the top 1 in. Crear meshes with
a 1 in. Gear in the boom. This
arringement forms a planetary gear
and provides two independent drives
o the boom irrespective of its
position, one drive controlling the
lsad hook and the other the gantry
trolley, The hook drum-drove is
located in the rear of the cab and is
driven by c¢hain from a 14 in.
Contrate and 25-teeth Pindon on o
vertical Rod offset from the centre
Rod by the necessiry three holes,
The centre Rod takes the drive
to the trolley by a 11 in, Contrate
and  19-teeth Pinion, thence by
Chain and Cord along the boom,

“Drrive 1o the vertical Rods in the
centre i3 by ] in. Bevels from the
horzontal Rods, one end of each
Rod having a 60-teeth Gear fitred,

A high view of Mr. Evans" model, with
iy removed, looking down into the
supporting tower. Note the limplr
planetary gear areangement which
takes two drives up o the fb,



These Rods gre spaced three holes
npart and the Gears are offset from
each other. Three holes below i a
shiding Faoxl with a 25-tecth Pinion
which lies between the two  60-
teeth Gears.  Thus, on moving the
gear lever, one or the other A0-tecth
Giears iz engaged. A reverse drive
15 included, rthis simply con-
sisting of o Contrate and two 19-
teeth Pinions,

“A brake is artached 10 the hook
drive, this being automatically re-
leased and spplied when the drive is
enpaged and disengaged.”

“Construction of the boom is
quite straightforward, although the
tower is rather difficult because of
lack of space to manipulate screw-
driver and spanner, As with most
hobhies, however, patience  will
result in success|™

Having seen the model, 1 can
confirm that patience certainly did
meet with success! Congratula-
Tions, Stan.

Australian Giant

For our second hammerhesad we
jump the odd 11,000 miles or so 1o
Australin where we find Mr. B. W,
Pickersgill of Morphett Vale, South
Australin.  His outstanding model—
pictured here with Cameron Theiley,
a voung enthusiast from Adelaide—
is the classic Block-setting Crane
featured in the pre-war Super Model
Leaflet Mo, 4 and, as 1 have no
information to the contrary, I am
assuming it has been built to the
orginal  specfications, [ think
everybody will agree that the photo
shows just how magnificent a maosdel
i 5.

Mr. Pickersgill, by the way, is
one of those valuable and much-
appreciated modellers who greatd
assist the hobby by placing their
work before the eves of the public,
This particular model, for instance,

wis Joaned o Messrs, Ponsford,
Mewman and  Benson  Limited,
Auvstralian  Agents  for  Mecono,

for display at a Hobbics Exhibition
in a large Adelaide departmental
store and I have no doubt thar jt
attracted o great deal of deserving
interest, I cannot stress strongly
enough the tremendous value that
publicity of this sort is to the hobby.
It shows members of the public how
much can be achieved with Mec-
cano; it illustrates the amazing
versatility  of the medium and
generally proves the excellence of
what, after all, s o truly excellent
syatem.  BEgually  important it
shows that Meccano 15 a5 much
alive roday as it always has been
and that Meccano model-building
continues unabated as an active and
rewarding hobby.
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Perhaps the most
famous of all
advanced
Meccano models-
the Giant-Hlock
setitng Crane
femtured in pre-
wnr Super Model
Leanfler Mo, 4.
This example
was built by Mr.
H. W. Pickersgill
of Morphett
Vale, South
Australia and is
plotored here
with Cameron
Thelley of
Adelaide,
Ausiralia.

Teeside Topper
Pep talk over!

MNow  for
third and final hammerhead which
comes from Mr. J. B, Foster of

ouar

H:illlnnhmn on Teeside. Az a study
af the photograph will show, this
alse is based on the current Outfie
10 Leaflet No. 7, although, as Mr,
Forster himself says, “My model is
gquite a lot different from the original
in that I huve wsed a lor more gears,
etc.  For instance, the original
has only two travelling wheels that
are driven by the Motor, whereas
mine has cight, running on rails.
The drive is tuken from the wwer by
Bevel Crears, Pintons and Contrates
tor the bogie wheels.

“Furtheemore™, he says, "My
madel has a five-movement gearbox
which provides drive for the follow-
ing operattons: rravelling, slewing,
bogie-travel and drive o a lorge
pulley  block, with block-serting
tackle, and also o o small pulley
biock. This last is shown in the
photograph  holding an  original,
but now obsolete Channel Segment,
Pare No. 119",

Mr. Forster also mentions that
his model includes the new-Large-
toothed CQuadrants and in fact, I
understind he built this poarticular

The work of Mr,
{i H. Forster of
iltimg harm,
Teeside, this
hammerhead s
also based on
current No. 1
Set Leaflet Mo, 7,
but with a
number of
interestin
ﬁ!l‘!lﬁﬁtﬂlfﬂl‘ll.
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model to try our the new parts on o
subject that really fitted them. The
madel is  undoubtedly  an  ideal
test-bed for this purpose, as well as
being a worthwile Meceano subject
in its own righe,

Meccano Club News
Betore signing off, 1 would like

w pop buck to Australin for a
moment o say  “Hello” o the
members of the Meccano Club

attuched to the White Hills Technical
School, Hendigo, Victoria, Un-
formunately, I do not hove much
information on  the Club st the
moment, bur [ understand  from
Club Leader Mr. Walter Ashburn
that, with some 40 hard-working
and enthuziastic members, it is an
extremely active organisation indeed.
The Club entered a floar in the
Bendigo Easter Processton and [
hope to be able to include a photo-
gruph of this in a future jssue. In
the meantime [ would like 1o
welcome all members and offer best
wishes on behall, both of Meccano
Magazine and Meccano  (1971)
Limited. You will find the hobby
interesting and absorbing, gentle-
men!

{Lontinued on page 54d)







