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Moror Barge Muifield and Butty Roymond lesve Cassiobury Park
Bortom Lock, Mo, 76, an the Grand Union Canal, Pigturs taken in
May 1970, by L. H. Talbot: since then cargo-carrying traffic has virtually
teaved on this part of the canal which runs, incidentally, lictle more
than a stope’s chraw fram MM offizes.

NEXT MONTH

December istue includes da-ig-yaursoll snamelling (fino far Chrisoms
profentil ], v 3 amall brewery works, and Bailey beodges

Advertiiements and Subseription Ofices: Model & Allied Publicathons
Ltd,, 13-3% Bridge Street, Homel Hempstead, Hertfordihice, Tal
Hemel Hempastead 2501-1-3,

Second class poarage rates paid e Mew York, MY, Registersd ag
the G.P.O, for transmiasion by Canadian Pear.  Amerscan enguiries
regarding nows stand sales should be sent to MECCANG MAGAZINE,
Eastern Mews Discributors Inc, 155 Wese 15th Screet, Mew York,
MY 101N, WSA. . Enguiries regarding distribution to the Model &
Habby trade i the WS A, to Auocisted Hobby Manulscturers lng,
&21 Eant Cayuga St., Philadelphaa, PA, 19120, US4, US54, and Canada
direct subscripoion rates §8& including Index.

This perigdical i sald subject to the lallowing conditions: thar it
shall not, without the written consont of the publishors, bo lene,
re-sald, hired-out or otherwisve dispoied of by way of Trade st a prica
im exéens of the recommonded maximum price and that it shall not
bo lent, re-scld, hired-our or otharwise disposed of in & mutilacod
condithon, o in any unauchoriied cover by way af Tradoe; or affixed
w or s pary al any poblicateen of advertning, Nierary or pictorial
matter whatisever,

Corfespondence anbicipating a reply mast be  accompanied by
stamped and selfl addreszed envelope or international reply coupon

While every care |y tmken no resporubilicy can be acceprod for
uipkakeited manuicripia, photographs or sart work, e,

The Adverilzement Manager reserves che right to refluse or swipend
advertisemants wichaur giving any resson, Every care i taken to avoid
mistakay, but the publahers cannot be bobd liable in sny way lar
elerical and printing efrers or omissions. Peteipt o “capy’ for
publication implies acceptance ol these conditions by the sdvertiser.
Whilst every care |3 caken o exclude sdvervisaments from doubelul
sources, no roipanibility can be accopied by the publishary for the
bana fidey of advertisara.

Publishers of Aeromodeller, Model Boats, Model
Cars, Model Engineer, Radio Control Models,
Model Railways, Scale Models, Woodworker,
Military Maodelling.
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MECCANO EXHIBITION

Henley-on-Thames Town Hall

HIS WAS A SMASH HIT!
] It is probably true to say thae
in the entire 72 vears of Mecaano
history there has never been such
an ambitious and entertaining dis-
play of first-class Meccano models
as that staged st Henley-on-Thames
Town Hall on  Saturday, Sepi-
tember 2, last,  The maodels, built
by enthusiasts of all ages, covered
maost of the exhibition space in the
upper main chamber of the Town
Hall. Blessed by fine weather,
enthusiasts merged from  routes
Morth, South, East and West of
Henley o be grected by n giant
banner over the fagade of the
building leaving nobody in doubt
that MECCANO was really on the
map !

Although organised and sponsor-
ed by MW Models - Henley's
Meccano-gpecialising mode] shop -
and supported by Meccano (1971)
Ltd., this was really a Meccanoman’s
show., Mo fewer than 3,000
members of the public, many of
them making round trips of more
than 200 miles, wvisited the ex-
hibition. A modest entrance feec
wis charged to defray expenses of
hiring the Town Hall for two days
{one for extenzive preparation), but
any enthusiast turning up with a
Meccano model was  immediately
given free admission and a welcome
for his efforts.

Many well-known Meccano per-
sonalitics were present representing
both the “Meccn” of Binns Road,
Liverpooland the now well-gstablish-

ed Meccano Clubs of Southern and
Midland countics, Members of the
Midlands Meccane  Guild  were
there in strengrh with their models
and historical  exhibits, together
with the newly-centred Haly Trinity
Meccano Club and its  Secretary
Tony Homden of Hildenborough,
Kent. Denmis Higginson, Leader
of the Stevenoge Meccano Club,
brought & mintbus full of his young
members complete with a marvellous
range of eve-catching models built
by the voungsters and some ad-
vanced  constructions by Dennis
himself, Long before  mad-day,
vistiors were thronging the Town
Hall, spell-bound by the fascinating
range of models which served as a
resl eve-opener o many of them
who were quite staggered by the
sophistication and complexity of the
models. By contrast, humorous
and simplicity models caught rhe
public’s attention and the general
atmosphere was one of great en-
thusiasm, delight and enguiry.

At 3 pom. at the invitation of the
organisers  the official  opening
ceremony  was performed by Mr
Bert Love, that well-known writer
on Meccano topics and contributor
to this magazine. He expressed his
warm thenks to the public for their
excellent support and the modellers
in particular who had spent so much
time and effort in preparing and
transporting their models o make
this the finest Meccano exhibition
on record. It was quite obvious
from the overwhelming enthusiasm
of the visitors that their efforts were
very much worthwhile. Bert then
introduced  Mr. Doug. McHard,
Marketng Manager of Meccano
(1971} Lwd., who welcomed the
visitors and told them of the
developments of Meccano products
which were under constant review
and drew attention to the Noo 2
Clock Kit which was on display and
constituted o weight-driven striking
clock of very pleasing presentation.
He also expressed his admiration for
the outstanding quality of the
enormous  number of models on
show —a  sentiment  which  was
echoed by all und not least by
Mr. Geoff Wright, exhibition spon-
sor and owner of MW Models.

Any attempt to do full justice to
the wonderful range of models on
display would require a full volume
of Meccano Magazines so it is only
possible to make o briefl mention
of some of them in this report,

Cruction

locomotives,
engines ond cranes featured wery

Large-scale

strongly, including an  advanced
freelance design Block-setting Crane
by Bert Love which functioned
throughout the meeting as a centre-
piece below the stage apron.  This
drew much attention and enguiry
from the public and the local Press,
but the same must be said for muny
of the other magnificent con-
structions in  evidence, MNor was
guant-size the yardstick for excel-
lence, a5 many of the sophisticated
models were of handy table-top
proportions and included machine
tonls, made of standard parts, which
were capable of producing precision
components, One of these was a
gear-cutting machine developed from
a recent MM, arricle and built by
Michael Martin of Ilord, Tooth
formation was excellent on the
plastic blanks which the machine
converted into gears in the twinkling
of an eve. Tony Homden's mor-
tising machine carved precision
slots i polystyrene blocks o make
ships' tackles.

Tribute here should be paid to the
rugged qualities of Meccano electric
motors — standard  items  which
powered both of the above models ag
well as the Giant Block-setter

Henley=-on=Thames Town Hall (above
noe doobt what was taking place with
that glant banner! Lefi, Super Model

aflet Meccano Loom on show. Lefli-
hand column opposite, top 10 bottam,
two of Put Briggs excellent clocks, outs
stancling narrow-gauge Tank loco=
malive by Heather Burion, s tracilon
engine by Hert Halllday and the
travelling crab with fore and alt over-
run lights an Hert Love's crane.
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Some of the 1000 visitors who suended during the day, seen
froim tho stage.  Some of Stevenuge Meccano Club members;
founder and leader is Dennis Higginson, with moostache.
(e of the giont locomotives on display (below), and bhottom,

the muochinery house anild wirlng panel of Bert Love's free-
lance Gilant Mlock-setting Crane, showing holsting drams
and three maotors for crab, slewing, and hoisting.
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ONE of the things we try to do in

this. column is o feature
mechanisms and Jdeas which, al-
though they are presented here as
separate items  unconnected  with
specific parent models, cun be in-
corporated in models o achicve
improved results,

When we first receive detils of a
mechanism, however, it is olten
difficult for us to assess its rrue value,
as frequently, that value is evident
only 1o particular modellers who are,
or have been, faced with a problem
that ecould be overcome by the
mechanism, I we haven't experi-
enced the problem, then we might
not know that the mechanism solves
it—if you see what I mean!

Becpuse of this, [ am always
pleased 1o hear from readers who
have made use of ideas we have pub-
lished, It makes our job worth-
while to know that the Magazine
has been of help and I am sure the
designers of the mechanisms are
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A “Motlon Converter”
modified by Mr, Stan
Evans of Hebington,
Cheshire, from o deslen
first published in the
August 1972 MM, with,
abave, o diagram showlkng
the relative posltion of
the gears.

glad that their ideas have proved
useful.  Assuming the Iatter is true,
then Mr, Colin Spence of Edinburgh
will be interest to learn that his
“Motion Converter™, featured in the
August M.M., has already been put
to very good practical uvse—in
modified form—by Mr. Stan BEvans
of Bebington, Cheshire.

Stan writes, “The mechanism . . .
gave me the idea of adapting it to a
Meccanograph. However, Mr.
Spence's basic unit proved to be o
little too flimsy for my particular
requirements, so | stiffened it up by
dispensing with the Double Brackets
and using 14 in, Bolts (1) to separate
the 2} in. Gear and the Face Plate.
In place of the original | in. Pinion,
I used four 1 in. Gears (2) as idlers
and added a second | in. Pinion as
shown in the accompanying diagram.

“Between the Gears and the Face
Plate 1 added two 2} in. Strips (3)
to provide added bearing surface on
the slotted sections of the Plate,
with the same arrangement on the
other side. The whole unit was
now very rigid and worked smoothiy
with & minimum of play and back-
lash,

“In operation, the central 1 in.
Ciear is fixed on rhe centre Rod and,
in the Meccanograph, a second 21 in,
Giear is fixed on the sume Rod, this
Gear engaging with o Worm which
can be located on the Red driving
the turntuble, or on o separate Rod
that cun be turned monually, In
the first case, the stroke of the pen
will automatically  increase  from
The urllfjnn._l "Motion Converter" I?-
Mr. Colin Spence of Edinburgh, ms it
appenred in the August issue. Bullding

instructions are obininable from our
Northern Oifice.

Among the Model-Builders

with ‘Spanner’

roughly | in. to 4 in. and buck to
{ in. in one revolution of the wrn-
table, provided, of course, that the
Giear ratios are the same. In the
second case, using the manual con-
tral, the stroke may be varied as and
when described.™

Stan’s modified mechanism ap-
pears in the accompanying photo-
graph and we have also reproduced
the illustration of Mr. Spence’s
original unit festured in the Augusi
MM, If, in addition, any reader
requires o copy of the building
instructions for the original unit,
please drop me a line o Meccano
Magazine, Northern Office, Binns
Road, Liverpool L13 1DA,

FARTS REQUIRED
1Bb §—31 21-—3a
*l—ldh 128 [4—3T7a |—42
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I=l111d

"Dependent upon parent model

For New Zealand Modellers

Still on the subject of modifications
to existing models, | have received
an interesting piece of news from
Mr. P, G. Askew of Christchurch,
Mew Zepland relating 1o the Auto-
mitic Ticket Muachine which we
featured in the October 1971 MM,
Mr. Askew tells me that, when he
built the model, he couldn't ger the
perforutions in the ticket roll to
cotncide with “‘tear-off jaws" on the
model—a situation which of course
greatly reduced the value of the
machine. He discovered, however,
that the dimensions of standard
ticket rolls in New Zealand differed
from those wsed in our model and
this was causing the problem as the
machine wag specifically geared to
present our tickets at the correct
point. Mr. Askew overcame the
problem by replacing the original
2:1 Chain and Sprocket gearing
with a 1:1 Sprocket drive, plus a
gear drive consisting of two § in.
Pinions, a § in. Pindon and a 60-
teeth Gear.  This system gives an
accuracy of 987, for ticket rolls
available in New Aealand.

Small-scale Suspension Units
On a different subject, now,
regular readers will need no intro-
duction to Mr. James Grady of
Dundee, Scotland—the man | have
already dubbed “Champion of the
small-scale vehicle builders™, James
passion (if he doesn't mind me
putting it that way) is that he doesn’t






